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       THE   F riday   F LIER  

                                             KOTAHITANGA 

                                           Waikato Waldorf School, Kindergartens and Playcircle  

Dear Waikato Waldorf Community 

Last Thursday we celebrated our Autumn & Easter Festival.  It was wonder-

ful to see the students enjoying the challenges of the outdoor activities.  

Class 6 students led their groups around the course and supported and en-

couraged the younger students magnificently.  Class 7 & 8 students were 

well versed in explaining and organis-

ing the games and ran their activities 

like clockwork.   Well done to every-

one who participated! It was lovely to 

see everyone so actively involved.  I would also like to thank 

our óCharity Groupô who did an amazing job at advertising, or-

ganizing the collection and the display of the Food Bank goods 

and of course everyone who sent in the produce for us to pass 

on.  The shared lunch tables were a joy to behold and thank 

you for your generosity in providing such healthy and wholesome food.  Lastly thanks goes to Class 

4 for their lovely violin performance and Elizabeth for her beautiful Easter story.   

All in all a great festival! 

This week, on Thursday 5 April, Fairfield College held their annual Honours Assembly.  We were 

very proud to see a significant number of our ex-students receiving awards for achieving the Nation-

al Certificate of Educational Achievement endorsed to merit or excellence level.   

NCEA Level 1 Achieved with Merit 2017           Eillish Coulsby and Tane McFadden 

NCEA Level 1 Achieved with Excellence 2017 Jaide Theobald 

NCEA Level 2 Achieved with Excellence 2017 Izzy Cleaver and Jade Te Bogt 

We are always really keen to follow the lives and paths of our ex-students.  My own daughter 

achieved NCEA Level 3 with Excellence last year from Dio and is now attending Waikato University 

studying Business Management and Communication.   At the moment our students go on to many 

different high schools across Hamilton and we often hear very similar stories across many different 

fields.  I know many of our old families still receive the flier so please keep in touch and let us know 

your stories. 

 



 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

10 April    Community Information and Consultation Meeting   3.15pm and 6.30pm  

12 April          Journey Through School (Open Day) ï 6.30pm 

13 April    Last day of termðschool finishes at 2pm 

30 April    Start of term 2 

Autumn Festival Food Bank Collection 

This years collection was very successful.     The fundraising group  
collected 7 huge boxes filled to the brim with food and supplies. 

The Hamilton Christian Combined Food Bank will be picking up our do-
nations this week. 

A big thank you to everyone who donated 
items. 

Jacson Shirlow 

From the Kindergartens  

A reminder to families that we are open during the school term break.  If your child is attending please remem-
ber to pack a lunchbox for both morning tea and lunch. 

The mornings are starting to get a little cooler; please remember to dress your child in warmer layers.  We can 
always remove layers as the day warms up.  Remember, the rule of thumb is that your child needs one more 
layer than you wear - this is providing you arenôt one of those folk who are perfectly comfortable in short 
sleeves on cold days.  The young child needs warmth to grow their bodies and we can help with this by ensur-
ing they are dressed according to the weather. 

Please see your kindergartens weekly emails for regular information and notices from your childôs group, we 
hope these are useful for you. 

Margaret McCarthy    ECE Principal 

Next week I would like to remind you that we have a  

óCommunity Information and Consultation  Meetingô in the hall, on Tuesday at 3.15pm  

(with supervision of children outside) and repeated at 6.30pm (no supervision available).   
 

It would be great to give you an update on all the building developments taking place in school and on 

the formation of our Junior High.  Your thoughts would be greatly valued on our priorities as we con-

tinue to grow our beautiful Waldorf school. 

Finally a special message to all our new parents and kindy and early childhood parents.  If you    

havenôt already been to one of our open evenings, A Journey Through Waikato Waldorf School, we 

have another opportunity for you to meet our teachers and experience the rich curriculum throughout 

the school.  The evening starts at 6.30pm ï 8.00pm on Thursday 12
th
 April.  Adults only please.   

Nga mihi 

Sue 



 

 

CLASSROOM CORNER 



The art (and health benefits) of free play. 

A century ago Rudolf Steiner pointed to the importance of self-initiated play for young children, especially between the third and sixth 

year of life, and he warned of the consequences of replacing the childôs self-directed play with activities which are planned according 

to programs and pedagogical intentions held by adults. His reasons for suggesting non-interference of the adult in respect to child-

initiated play are based on a deepening of the understanding of play in relation to three fundamental areas: 

§ The nature of play in early childhood as distinct from the play of older children 

§ The role of play in the development of the child 

§ The role of play in the biography of the human being 

The urge to play appears in young children up to the age of five with such elemental force that one can compare it to the natural ne-

cessities of eating and sleeping. Rudolf Steiner likens the urge to play to the flow of a river, to the waterôs continuous moving along in 

the river bed. What happens in play in not premeditated but occurs out of the spur of the moment with a great deal of willpower. The 

release of will through the play action is a source of joy for the child, a joy not linked to the achievement of a specific purpose. Turning 

to the role of play in the biography of the human being, he says: 

The urge to play, the particular way in which a child plays, disappears and sinks below the surface of life. Then it resurfaces, but as 

something different, as the skill to adapt to life. There is an inner coherence in life throughout all its stages. We need to know this in 

order to teach children in the right way. 

The child has a spiritual-soul activity that, in a certain sense, still hovers lightly, etherically over the child. (That is, the spirit-soul being 

of the child is not yet fully incarnated.) It is active in play in much the same way that dreams are active throughout the entire life. In 

children, however, this activity occurs not simply in dreams, it occurs also in play, which develops in external reality. What thus devel-

ops in external reality subsides in a certain sense. In just the same way that the seed-forming forces of a plant subside in the leaf and 

flower petal and only reappear in the fruit, what a child uses in play also only reappears at about the age of twenty-one or twenty-two, 

as independent reasoning in gathering experiences in life. 

Play reveals its greatest importance for the human biography, in that self-directed play is a practice for and a foreshadowing of taking 

responsibility for oneôs own life.  

Play is an activity in which the child relates to the outer and inner world and experiences different qualities of life on earth. There are 

six types of play: 

§ Play in which the child actively explores the environment and forms mental representations of this world which are later linked to 

concepts. 

§ Play that specifically develops the coordination and dexterity of the limbs and the mastery of the body. 

§ Play in which the child reproduces the roles and events of everyday life and in replaying social experiences builds an understand-

ing of the social world. 

§ Play in which the child expresses inner experiences and works through trauma. 

§ Play in which the child enters the world of images and archetypes, which are the heritage of humanity, and reproduces those 

images in playing out stories or producing pictures related to long times past. 

§ Play in which the child creates something new, actively changing the given. 

Encouraging free play gives children the opportunity to enhance their imagination, critical 

thinking skills, gross motor skills and sensory integration skills.  Logs, stumps, seeds, 

puddles, coloured veils transform into rocket ships, castles, bridges, and treasures. Cre-

ating a healthy inner and outer  life force. 

Maree Smith RN 

Anthroposophical RN 021 150 9433 





   LOST PROPERTY 

 Please take the time to check lost property  

    (hanging up in front of the disabled toilet).   

 Anything left behind at the end of term will be donated to charity.   

Community Information and Consultation Meeting 

10th April 2018   3.15pm and 6.30 pm  

Part One 

The faculty and governing bodies would like to invite all members of the community to find out more 

about the building developments that are taking place this year on site. 

This will mostly be information shared by members of the Proprietors Trust (PT), who are responsible for 

providing the physical structure of the school, and the school Principal.  It will centre on the building projects 

already initiated and inform on where they are in their various points of the construction cycle. 

It will also include the development of Class 9, which completes us as a Junior High. 

  

Part Two 

We would also like to ask for feedback from the community on how we can successfully move from a 

Junior High to a full High School.  

To successfully go from a Junior High to a full High School is a big journey. We will discuss how this journey 

looks to us as a community, and how we might successfully complete it! We will look at it from Educational, 

Property and Financial perspectives. 

!ƴǘƘǊƻǇƻǎƻǇƘƛŎŀƭ wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DǊƻǳǇ 

5ŜŀǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ 

¢Ƙƛǎ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ млǘƘ !ǇǊƛƭ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŀŘ ŦǊƻƳ wǳŘƻƭŦ {ǘŜƛƴŜǊΩǎ 
9ŀǎǘŜǊ ƭŜŎǘǳǊŜ ǎŜǊƛŜǎΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎƛƎƘǜǳƭΦ tƭŜŀǎŜ Ƨƻƛƴ ǳǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻΦ     
bŜȄǘ ǘŜǊƳ ǿŜ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀ ƴŜǿ ǘƻǇƛŎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ мн ǎŜƴǎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴ ǘƻ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŀǝƻƴΣ ƛƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ   
ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘǳƛǝƻƴΦ  

!ƭǎƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƻ aƻƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ 
ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ŀǧŜƴŘ ς ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀ ǘŜȄǘ ƻǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  

{ŀǊŀƘ hƭƛǾŜǊ   лнт улр лурл    ǎŀǊŀƘϪǇŀǊŜƴǘŜŜƴΦŎƻƳΦŀǳ  
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